Eight months jail for running down Garda 


A GARDA thi* week told 
Ketiroart Court hpw he 
«U Catapulted Into the 
Mir' whvn itnift t» * car 
drhrn itnifht at nm at 
ipnd while bi *m art 
tWkpouit dut^. 

1 he Gordo 1 1*0 lafd how 
tie hod to ciowl through 
thick urtdfffeowth after 
escaping ewer m well ei the 

cm f fi nJH li l 9 «ird| kim. 

Th* driver of the *4me e*r 
followed! ecer the w*U, 
looking for hinv Th* 
Garda’• Injur L#i included 
two broken hand* end 
tifra*T*e Cut* ntd bruia- 

"Iwendanl, Mr Philip 
On Id HajtMt an 

lUttridtA, meriiti of 
Bag -ltd, Dro-ni ■icuk, 
KttMOUfi pleaded guilty 
to i ii ■ ulll ng Gordo 
Michael O'b M*n el 
Ktnntm by driving a cor 
at h>m end arteiiDnirtr 
htm actual bodily harm ot 
K ■ IJ oweii,, Kromei-t, on 
M*y 17 loi t. 

Ju itice Humphrey 
KellthfF oentenerd Philip 
Hay! j*l to eight month* in 

prison for the oaooufu H* 


alio lined him E1W on « 
chore* of deofoj-oua 
driving. banal ng Mm 
from driving fos ihr#* 
jf*n end fined him On 
add Elton* E ISO on a charge 
t,f driving wlthaui 
insurance The dtfuidini 
oehtJ hi* rEght tu trial 
btifort Judge and 
opting for trial in lb* 
District Court, He hai 
lodged an appaaE egiin-il 
the itnlinct. 

Defending solicitor, Mr, 
Mi^heil larkin. aifctd 
JUHitt KelLthtr Ip ton* 
itdtr lutpendtol ih* 
prison itnltnc*. Alt, 
Larkin llld he hod no 
wish ft iMtflf the Juctwe. 
hie own view at the 
fncldanl w*« jutt *a 
tor (out m the JijLSt ice's 
view. But he w*a diltlnf in 
rif* of the man'* pnmw* 
food record arid fit* |*ed 
conduct i m m cdl aid' 
following the iHueh. The 
So Ik i roe eibd tr h* could 

H«4 It 3n hi* heart ai 
Chrislmse approached to 
auiptnd I he ptieon 
• tnltnt*. "Will the 
defendant benefit end will 


lorieir benefit from 
incarcerating (hi* young 
mutr Mi, Larkin *ud, 

JutLki kilL-hrf rapiu-l 

that ha didn't keUtn that 
focicty would benefit end 
prison mej be no 
det+rrent, But h* could 
not suspend lb* sentence. 

"W h go** forth from 
this Carnet in the news¬ 
papers, that this men 
sentenced to eight momhi 
Impriianment today. it 

might stop people drihnf 

can at members of the 
Garda Stocbatva," Justice 
{Etlliluf, commented. 

The Justice eeuf he had 
no wish to comment ihui 
as he passed sentence, 

"Hard case■ make b*J 
lew and your silent should 
know that only for you 
hv'd he going away for L2 
months, He got himself 
lot* * terrible Daeee end 
he'll have to pay far it, b 1 
joitk* killcher seid 

5u.pl, Michael Bur be, 
pr os te ruing, reed * State¬ 
ment mede by Garda 
Michael O'Brien, It laid 
how Gerdt O'Brien was on 
mobile duly from i p.m, 


to t a m. on May 16 / 1 T 

l*tl- At IMS p-m . he drerc 

the jwPol car to Kilk*c(1 
end perked on the 
Ken mere side of th* 
JiooihaJl field — undw e 
street light wit h Ih* Garde 
ijtn lit up- 

Ha wore a notch Light 
belt end carried * torch, It 
was > Elbe, bt if hi night. At 
IZ.lft i m. m (topped 
Philip Hsytw en 4 esked 
him for hi* tu, insurance 
end dri**r'# Ijcstm:*, He 
under took IP produce hi* 
licence end inaurencr in 
Kilfarren Garda station. 
Genie O’lkeiJ rai-c the 
man »«« alone end there 
itemed to be rve lign d 
MitffucSliM- 

LataF. *1 13-50 a. m,, 

CffFi O'Brllrt Writ 

approached by * eeJtlcle 
and he signalled it to slop. 
It slowed down, riricg the 
Ittfeprasaion of slopping, 
hut suddenly vt increased 
speed end dro** pfiijKtst 
him. The car eltuok him 
snd ho «fn<nibpred being 
titipulbd through the sir 
end he ended up lace 
downwards aft-ini the golf 


links well. 

The car reversed 
toward* him and he 
Kffvnbdcd **tr ihe wall, 
landing in dense 
undergrowth Ha ft* *W 
lh rough the under growth 
ss the driver had followed 
him. Finally, he heard the 
car drive away ih the 
ilrtdwo ofKiig*rt*n. He 

knew lha! Philip Hiytsfl 
etl the drivar, 

Supt. Burk* *l»o read a 
ilsliininl that Philip 
Hrylofj had made in 
K!lgtrv*r Garda Be track* 
to Garda Tom MrtDen- 
nell jtisf two hours after 
lha Intidtnl. 

PHiIlp HsjVon said h* 
had left |h* Purple 

Heather in Kinmut ot 
11,45 th*! night end he 
dion lowitol' KtJifsrran- 
Garda O'Brien, stopped 
him and asked about hie 
tic, inturincr fid liceare, 
He agreed to prod u ce those 
In Kill tayvan enH iifcvton, 
Hr inter staled thal his 
iiuursn** h*d a^phad tift 
March 1. 1614, 

He drme back around to 

fry to rrpt*Ln Kti position 


(d Gerd* O'Brien. bu[ *( 
ha twared ih* Cerda, he 
panicked (hinking aboti! 
Iht consequent** uf being 
without hi* car. After he 
itfutk lha Garda he 
reversed, b*eh and 
Eoltowedhtmotor tin w*U 
intending to apologise. 
When he jumped ever ihc 
wall he lended In about 
five feel ol briar*. When he 
jumpwfl beck on to the 
rood, h* landed on Card* 
0'Brnm T s clipboard which 
he threw into his own ear. 

Mr, Htyton sold he was 
*itr«nfl; tatty and upset 
for wh*! happened, "1 
.iniici undr?*t*nd what 
came unr m*,” he *(«ifd- 

Delsttr* solicitor. Mr. 
Michael Larkin, s*ld that 
it was the mast serious 
case On which h* had ever 
addressed th* Justice, Hji 
client was En(li|h*bo(n, 
married and (he farntff 
iimndel 

waren't good u ihe time. 
He didn't hem insuraru:* 
when- stopped is. G.irdu 
Q'Brlen and to (hough 
he'd be put jff the road 
immediately he failed to 


piudure it. Hr fell k* 
couldn't face Hb wife, who 
hadl argued with him no I 
n dvi*a without 
UseurarKv. *® he dtcided 
to go back and cipiatn hi* 
Problem to the Cede 

A| thk stage *ome(hiing 
Hl cr*elied” and he drove at 
the Garde He had gone 
irttt the wall tC *s*Ur# the 
Garda he wsi soriy. Mr 
Larkin said he could plead 
that hi* client had drmk 
raJcen. but this wasn't 
true IU had s«u|ht fwy* 
cholugM:*l hiinsRiSht lot 
his tllrnl which concluded 
that he was normal. Bui 
k* was subject to undue 
pressure at the time, being 
stopped by the Card* had 
P*e*td to be the lest draw. 

But Mr. Larkin pointed 
out that he had prompfty 
poor to hi* locei Cards, 
Tom MscDoitn*II in 
JCilgarran- Garda 
M e Cttonrtel I hwl k indly 
mede him tea and alter 
drwusi-4.fi he had mad# a 
full and frank statement. 
He had no previous record, 
since the irwidcnt ha had 
been troubled by ragret 
and rsmena 
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